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 NVBV / NVRA 
388 Lagoon Drive / 
Lagoonrylaan 388 

Office Hours: Tue/Wed/Thu 09:00-12.00 
Kantoorure: Di/Wo/Do 09:00-12:00 

 
 
 

Minutes of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the NVRA, held on  
21 DECEMBER 2023 at 1700 

VENUE: NGK Church Hall, St Georges Ave 
      

1. WELCOME. 
The Chairman opened the meeting, confirmed that the agenda had been posted within the notice period 
of 7 days and declared the meeting duly constituted and welcomed those attending and thanked them for 
showing interest and giving up their valuable holiday time. 

 
2. PRESENT AND APOLOGIES 

75 people, representing 61 erven attended the meeting (as listed in Attachment A), and signed the 
meeting register. 
Invitations to attend were sent to representatives of Bitou Municipality, SANParks and the NVT and we 
welcome Marco Barnardo (Bitou), Elias Mtumuimunye (SANParks) and Prof. Hendri Coetzee (NVT). 
 
Apologies were received from; Marcel Minne and Chris Schlieman (Bitou Town Planning), Euginia 
Mkhatswe (SANParks), Des Mahoney (NVT) and the following owners; Ina Brandt, Alan White, Elma Du 
Plessis and Peter May 
 

3. NV Special Rating Area Update 
The Chairman noted that the NVSRA had been successfully established and commenced operations in July 
2023. 
Rob Nicol, the Managing Director of the SRA did a short presentation on the current and ongoing activities 
of the organisation and thanked the NV community for supporting the SRA initiative with its major thrust 
of minimising baboon invasions in the village. 

4. VOTE OF THANKS 
The chairman proposed a Vote of Thanks to following parties and individuals who continue to make 
a difference in the NV Community. 
Bitou Representatives 

- NV Superintendent; Marco Barnardo 
- Town Planning; Chris Schlieman, Marcel Minnie and Marius Buskes  
- Building Control; Irvin Varnicker 
- Engineering Dept; Victor Felton, Eddie Oosthuizen and Zola Mputa 
- Environmental Manager, Anje Taljaard 
- Finance, Felix Lotter 
- Municipal Manager, Mbulelo Memane 
- Ward 1 Councillor, Jessica Kamkam 

SANParks 

- Victor Makoena and his team 
- Special welcome and thanks to Elias Mthimunye (new Section Ranger) 

Fid-ADT and Plett Security  
- The Fid-ADT Security guards and the Fid-ADT Management team 

Natures Valley Trust 
- Prof Hendri Coetzee and his team 
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- Lauren Moriarty for her assistance and commitment to making the Covie Kids Xmas party a success. 
Others 

- Melissa of Blue Rocks Café,  for providing burgers for the Covie Xmas party 
- Mike Louw of Signtec who assists with the NVRA banners each year at no charge 
- Dr Chris DuPreez of the NGK for allowing the use of the Church Hall for the AGM and other community 

functions. 
- The Baboon Monitors, whose patience and expertise is making a big difference to life in NV. 
- The Municipal lifeguards and the NSRI for their commitment to making the coastal waters safe for 

holidaymakers. 
 

4.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 2022 AGM. 
The Chairman requested approval of the 2022 AGM minutes which had been sent to all members. 
Tharia Unwin (Erf 388), proposed that they be accepted. Seconded by Johann Loubser (Erf 329) 
 

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF 2022 AGM. 
Numerous questions were raised and addressed at the meeting, but the following items raised by 
attendees would receive the attention of  the incoming committee: 
 

- Colin Walker Erf 419: Raised a question regarding the feasibility of re-opening the Grootkloof Daywalk 
Trail. Mr Walker suggested that the community could possibly assist with the reopening of the trail. 
The chairman noted that the matter would be taken up with SANParks 

- Jan Vermaak Erf 200, Bob Schuiling Erf 424 and Reece Dedwith Erf 147 raised concerns about the water 
quality in the estuary and requested regular testing and reporting. 
The chairman noted their concerns and confirmed that monthly testing is carried out weekly by Bitou 
Municipality and the Garden Route Municipality. Prof Coetzee advised the meeting that the NVT also do 
regular regular testing. It was agreed that the results of the tests would be collected by the NVRA and 
made available on the NVRA website. Mr Schuiling and Mr Dedwith indicated that they were willing to 
get involved with daily testing and making the info available to owners. The Chairman noted that he 
believed daily testing was impractical and unnecessary, unless a pollution “incident” had occurred.  

- Paul Erens, Ef 316 Suggested that consideration be given to a “local” fire truck for quick response a fire 
emergency in the township. 
It was noted that such a truck had been available in prior years, before Bitou Municipality were 
responsible for fire fighting services and the NVRA’s membership of the Crags FMU, but that the 
committee will review the need for such a vehicle. 
 

6.  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT.   
Thanks for Support 
- The chairman thanked the majority of owners in NV who continue to show their support for 

the activities of the NVRA.  
Obituaries, Farewells and Welcome. 
- Obituaries 

The chairman noted the that the following members of the NV community had sadly passed away 
during the last 12 months; 
Irma Kahts, Erf 392, Johann Otto, Erf 273, Irmgard Greiner, Erf 65, Kotie Retief, Erf 172 
John Buxton Forman, Erf 204, Dallas Mason-Jones, Erf 41, Andre van Niekerk, Erf 194 
Christa Muller, Erf 245, Hannes Koekemoer, Erf 177 
We send condolences to the families involved and the sad loss of loved ones. 

- Departures 
It was noted that the following owners have sold and moved on. 
Dr de Meulenaere, Erf 67, Vera Koekemoer, Erf 177, Piet and Estelle van Rensburg Erf 82 
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Jan and Antoinette Pieterse, Erf 212, The Nash family, Erf 462 (one of the original syndicate settler 
families in NV) 

- New arrivals 
The following new owners were welcomed to Natures Valley. 
Karen Meerholtz, Erf 67, Leon Homan. Erf 82, Rodger Gilson, Erf 212, Britta Gas, Erf 305 
Amri and Inga Kahts, Erf 392, Stuart and Cerri Parker, Erf 462 
 

- Lagoon tragedy 
The chairman reminded the meeting that a very unfortunate event occurred in NV early in October 
when two young boys from the local Covie community drowned in the lagoon when the canoe they 
were using overturned.  A third boy was fortunately able to struggle to shore. NV residents assisted 
in saving the one boy. An appeal was made to NV owners to contribute to the funeral expenses and 
the response as usual, was admirable. Rob Nicol was very involved in the effective management of 
the funds collected and he is in the process of working with the NSRI to set up a swimming 
instruction programme for youngsters in Covie and Kurland utilising contribution funds, in memory 
of the two boys, Kayden Brooks (9) and Kerrigan Brooks (11). 

 
- Update on activities 

The Chairman then made a brief presentation of the highlights from the report under the headings 
listed below. The details are not minuted here as they are available in the Chairmans Report for 2023, 
which was circulated to all owners and is available on the website. 
 
Update on Progress during the year 

- NVRA/NV SRA 
- Bitou Zoning Scheme and NV Overlay Zone 
- NV Building Plans and Title Deeds 
- NV Water Supply 
- Septic Tanks vs Conservancy Tanks 
- Roads and Road safety 

 Municipal matters 
- Kurland Municipal Housing Development 
- Ward Committee 
- IDP Budget Review 
- NV Blue Flag Beach 

Environment 
- Estuary water sampling 
- NVT Urban Conservancy 
- SANParks (New Section Ranger) 
- Canoes and lagoon edge 
- Salt River Trail 
- Dogs and wildlife 

NVRA Website 
 

7. FINANCES. 
The Chairman handed over to James Martin who presented a summary of the NVRA’s finances as well as 
the Baboon Management Plan accounts for the Year End, June 2023 as shown below. 
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 NATURES VALLEY RATEPAYERS’ ASSOCIATION        

 BABOON MANAGEMENT PLAN       
 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS       
            

 For the 12 Months to 30 June 2023       

            

 INCOME       290 646   

   MEMBERS CONTRIBUTIONS      285 974    

   INTEREST            4 672     

 EXPENSES       373 685   

   BANK CHARGES              1 167     

   EQUIPMENT            31 693     

   PRE SRA EXPENSES            52 463     

   RADIO RENTAL            13 110     

   TRANSPORT MONITORS           81 505     

   WAGES MONITORS          191 612     

   WEBSITE              2 135     

 (DEFICIT) of INCOME OVER EXPENSES    (83 039)  

 CASH ON HAND at 30 JUNE 2022.     105 404   

 CASH ON HAND at 30 JUNE 2023.       22 365   

                  

   

The chairman asked that the Financials as presented, be approved. John Blaine, Erf 239 proposed that 
they be accepted and this was seconded by Paul Vlaming, Erf 76. 

NVRA Membership Contribution 
The chairman proposed that the voluntary contribution for NVRA membership be maintained at R 1 000 
for the year ending June 2024 and emphasised that this is a guide, and any contribution is appreciated. 
This proposal was unanimously supported by the meeting. 

NATURES VALLEY RATEPAYERS’ ASSOCIATION  

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

For the 12 Months to 30 June 2023. 

       R R 

INCOME       314 783  

  CONTRIBUTIONS/ DONATIONS      213 951    

  DONATIONS LEGAL FEES        94 550    

  BANK INTEREST           6 282    

EXPENSES       276 303  

  CONTRACTS (Salaries)       117 780    

  OFFICE EXPENSES         49 698    

  COMMUNICATIONS NEWSLETTERS          6 388    

  COVIE CHRISTMAS PARTY          2 901    

  LEGAL FEES         88 568    

  REPAIRS and MAINTENANCE          3 960    

  SOUTHERN CAPE FIRE PROCTECTION SUBS         4 267    

  WEBSITE FEES and UPGRADE          2 740    

SURPLUS of INCOME OVER EXPENSES        38 480  

CASH ON HAND at 30 JUNE 2022.      149 211  

CASH ON HAND at 30 JUNE 2023.      187 692  
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8. ELECTION OF NVRA OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2024. 

The Chairman thanked the 2023 committee members for their important contribution for the year and 
was pleased to announce that all members had agreed to stand for re-election in 2024. It was noted that 
David Evans had resigned during the year, and he was thanked for his input and his continuing contribution 
to the NV community, particularly relating to security. 
The current situation was presented, as follows: 
 

Members automatically re-elected (1 year) 
- Peter May (Built Environment, Environment, Newsletters) 
- Paul Vlaming (Infrastructure 2) 

Resignations during the current year. 
- David Evans (Environment, Security) 

Members standing for re-election. 
- Doug Blaine (Chairman, Built Environment, Secretarial) 
- James Martin (Deputy Chairman, Treasurer, Admin, SRA Management Committee) 
- Rob Nichol (Security, Chairman SRA Management Committee) 
- Paul Richards (Infrastructure 1, SRA Management Committee) 
- Johann De Wet (Infrastructure 3, Built Environment) 

New Candidates standing for Election. 
- Mark Langton (Erf 248) (Water and Sewage) 

Co-opted Members (current and agreed to serve for another year) 
- Paul Erens (Built Environment) 
- Roy Parkhurst (Website) 
- Conrad Wiehahn (Town Planning) 
- Bob Schuiling (Security) 
-  

Nominations from the Floor 
- There were no new nominations  

 
The meeting agreed by a show of hands to the election and re-election of the nominees as 
presented. There were no objections. 

The Chairman congratulated the committee members for their appointment, particularly the new 
member, Mark Langton and thanked them for their dedication and assistance over the past 12 
months. 

 
9. QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION 

Since the formal items of the agenda had been addressed, the chairman invited questions from the floor, 
which were recorded as follows, together with the chairman’s or other responses: 
 

- Question: Cobus du Plessis, Erf 57 
Congratulated the NVRA for progress made over the years. Noted that with the lull in baboon activity in 
NV could attention be given to establishing clear guidelines regarding the control of domestic pets. 
Response: The chairman noted that rules relating to dogs in NV and elsewhere are governed by 
Municipal By-laws. It was suggested that perhaps a committee of dog-owners and any interested parties 
be established to discuss this matter and come up with recommendations. The dog rules are not 
established by the NVRA. 
Response: Paul Erens, Erf 316 noted that the control of dogs requires that the existing regulations be 
enforced, and this required a municipal presence, with appropriate fines for transgressors. He noted that 
dogs in the surrounding National Park were of greater concern. 
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Response: Colin Walker, Erf 419 confirmed that enforcement was the stumbling block and noted that a 
SANParks presence was necessary during the season to stop dogs being taken east of the lagoon mouth. 
Response: Elias Mtumuimunye (SANParks Section Ranger) noted that rangers would be patrolling the 
areas under their jurisdiction from 0700 to 1600 and fines would be issued where appropriate. 

- Question: Tharia Unwin, Erf 388 
Noted her concern that the cleaning and servicing of the lagoon and beach path toilets leaves a lot to be 
desired, with staff not being properly supervised. Also, toilet paper is not available at all times. 
Response: The chairman noted that these issues would be addressed with Bitou and SANParks, who 
both have a role in servicing the public toilets, but ensuring the availability of toilet paper at all times is 
difficult to achieve as it requires attendance at all times. There were comments from the floor regarding 
possible payment for toilet paper and improved supervision. 

- Question: Mark Langton, Erf 428 
Noted with concern that he has observed a rapid degradation of the lagoon edges and asked that 
consideration be given to slowing this process. He felt that the sand needed to be supported by carefully 
placed rocks. 
Response: The chairman advised that this matter would be raised with SANParks and the NVT to see if 
any action needs to be considered. 

- Question: Cobus du Plessis, Erf 57 
Asked about the status of the proposed Overlay Zone and whether it would be circulated to owners for 
comment and discussion before being finally submitted. Also, how would the Overlay Zone deal with 
properties where there are already two dwellings. He also noted that all title deeds could be altered 
even if it means going to the High Court. 
Response: The chairman advised that the relevant documentation was being formulated in conjunction 
with a town planner and before final submission to the municipality for consideration it would be 
circulated to all owners for comment.  He accepted the comment about altering title deeds but advised 
that the NVRA’s mandate is to object to such applications if they are not in the interest of the majority of 
owners. 

- Question: Janet Schuiling, Erf 424 
Requested that better control be applied to building contractors to prevent speeding, dumping of rubble 
etc and suggested that some way of registering approved contractors be investigated. The current plans 
by the NVT to entrench NV as an Urban Conservancy could be used as a basis to enforce procedures and 
behavior. 
Response: The chairman noted that the NVRA Building Guidelines included protocols for building 
contractors operating in the valley. He advised that the committee would review the protocols and 
consider ways to ensure they are being applied by owners in managing the contractors they appoint 

- Con Roux Erf 387 congratulated the NVRA committee for their hard work during the year and Marco 
Barnado was thanked by the meeting for all his efforts in managing the municipal functions in NV 
 

10. CLOSING 
In closing, the Chairman thanked all for attending, for the interest they had shown in issues affecting 
Natures Valley and wished them a Happy Christmas and a pleasant and peaceful holiday. 

 
 
 
 
                       oo00oo 
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Attachment A:  Attendance Record 
 

NVRA AGM Dec 2023 - ATTENDANCE REGISTER 
Erf No   Erf No   
23 C Breytenbach  266 Kobus Helberg pp John Callaghan 
28 A Duff  290 J Mudge  
31 P Richards 301 B Engelsman  
37 P Harpur  316 P Erens  
40 C Noble  329 J Loubser  
43 D Evans 330 J de Wet 
53 F Naude 331 J Theron  
57 Cobus du Plessis  387 C Roux  
57 C Dartnal  NVT H Coetzee  
75 A Rymaszewski NVT L Moriarty  
76 P Vlaming  NVT G van Hees  
90 Craig Barnes NVT G Lombardi  
92 H Cronje  388 T Unwin (Surf Investments)  
96 C Bothner  390 L vd Walt 
96 M Bothner  391 H Scholtz 
121 D Blaine  393 RA Unwin  
146 D Withers  396 J Perlman  
146 J Withers  396 H Perlman  
147 G Cilliers 399 A Girdwood  
151 J vd Walt  401 A Acton  
153 H Fleming  402 P Allan  
161 A Haxton 410 M Wagener  
166 J Wilson  419 C Walker  
176 S vd Merwe  420 K Braatvedt 
179 M Bothner  424 J Schuiling  
182 Campbell 429 Mark Langton  
182 Nel 432 Rob Nichol  
190 I Palmer  433 P Reyburn  
190 L Palmer  437 J Martin 
193 N Palmer  451 D Evans 
198 M Marchant  456 J vd Hoven  
198 J du Plessis  470 Van Niekerk  
232 R Rademan 475 M Frost 
236 R Kirsten  475 L Frost  
239 J Blaine  Sanparks Elias Mtumuimunye  
245 JF De La Rey Bitou LM Marco Barnardo  
249 A Mudge  Total Erven  61 
261 A vd Watt Total Attendees 75 
262 R Parkhurst   

    
 
 
 
 


