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SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL PARKS

TSITSIKAMMA NATIONAL PARK
P.O. BOX STORMS RIVER, STORMS RIVER 6308

DE VASSELOT CAMP SITE:
he De Vasselot Camp Site is situated on the
banks ol the Groot Biver, directly south ol the
Groot River Pass. The closesl towns are Nature's

Valley (1 km) and Plettenberg Bay (30 km).

There are 45 camping sites and 10 lorest cabins with
standard amenities. Each site is situated in the lorest
and every camper may enjoy privacy and appreciate
the natural environment.

Power points are not supplied.

. Beach within walking distance

. Canoes available for hire at reception

. Bird watcher's paradise

Camping lacilities tor organised groups (schools,
hikers, etc.) are available.

Resetvations:
SANParks, P.O. Box787, PBETOBIA, 0001.
Tel. No. (012) 343 1991
or hltp://www.parks-sa.co.za

Enquiries:
(044) 531 6700

SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL PARKS

HISTORY:
n the 18th December 1987, lhe De Vasselot Section
was incorporated into the Tsitsikamma National Park.
The size ol this section is 2 560,8 ha. ol which 64% is

taken up by forests, while lynbos comprises the remaining
36"/".

Pleviously the area was inhabited by lhe Khoisan, previously
relerred to as Bushmen, Hottentots and Strandlopers. Their
presence has been proved by remains in excavations in
various caves along lhe coast. The densely overgrown
mountains, impenetrable foresls and deep river ravines made
travel by wagon and ox almost impossible, thus making this
part ol the country relatively inaccessible to exploilers

Captain Christopher Halrison, the lirst forest conseryator
ol the Tsitsikamma, was appointed in 1856. ln 1867 the area
became accessible to the woodcutters. The discovery ol
diamonds caused a great demand lor wood and sources
wele exploited. During 1880 the Cape Govehment appointed
a French folestry expert of international repute, the Count H.
de Vasselot de Regne, superintendent ot Forest andWoods ol
the entire Cape Colony. De Vasselot introduced a new forest
management system and the tirst lorest act was accepted by
the Cape Parliament in 1888.

The present camping site was used as a base lor the
convicts that helped Thomas Bains build the Groot River-
and Bloukrans passes. De Vasselot, which was proclaimed
a nature reserye in June 1974, was transfelred lrom lhe
Department of Environment Aflails to the SANParks as part
of the Governments' rationalisation programme regarding
nature conseryation.
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1

48kh
Kalanderklool Trail: The lral slarts d reclly opposilo the entrance ol tlre De
Vasselolcampinq ste Ths rcute progresses up lhe Kaanderkoorto ihe lookout
poinl From the lookoul ponl lhe roule wndsalltlre wav back lo the camDs te

60kh
Grool Fiver Trail; Slarts al lhe enkance lo lhe De Vasselot camp sile turns lo
the rqhl and rol ows lhe lar road lo lhe Grooi Biver br dge Just afler ihe bndge
the palh lurns ofl lo lhe riqhl and lo lows tho banks or lhe Groot BNtr to l[e rver
.nouth At lhe river mouth lh"a route tums kfl (easl)and lolows lhe aslsectionoi
lhe 0ller lra l0p 1o the qale on lhe promonlory above ihe Gu ly Wdk back along
ihe same route lo the Groot River moutlr across lhe mooth and folow lhe road

IMPOFTANT: The rcure only goes lo the gaie on the promontory
above the Gullv.nd NOT lurlh.r thrn lhlq 66i61

3
15,1km

SElt River via lhe Keurpad roule: Tlre lrarl slairs opposile lhe De Vasselot
Camp ste and lolows lhe Kalanderklool lral Alihe r0p ofth"a Kalanderkloof turn
elt and continuetowards the tared road The roule coniinues over llre tarred rcad
and pasl a sate Approxrmaiely 450 m lrom lhe gale lhe road lorks Follow tlre
Keurpad sgnage This roule crosses lhe Sat Riverand torks approx 2,0 krn lrom
llre rver Continue leftalonqihe Buqpad, whch eads allthe way do\{,n to the Satl
Fivor Moullr and backalonq the coasl lo NatureSVallev

'90km

Sall Fivd mouth rcule: Slarls al0e Vasselol camp site, down t0 tlre shop in
NaturesValley Tlre roulerollows th". beachiorapprox 400 meters where the route
lurns riqhl into the scrub lorest Fol0w lhe palh past a lookout p0int unt it jons
Lrp wilh a ieep track Turn len lowards lhe Sat Biver mouth Follo$, tlre roLrlo back
alonq lhe coasl lowards lhe shop in Nalures Valey and turlher lo the canrpsite
-Distance indicaled inc0des round lrip lrom the camp sile lo lhe slrop wlrlch is
accessib e bV vehicle (4km)

5

171 km
The Crags via Brak river Shns al De Vasselol campsite va the Sall Rver
moutlrroule PaihconlinuesacrosslherverAfterl.l kmlhelralllorks Folowlhe
EnkBiverroule llris roule v,i I eventual y meel up wlth a ieep lrack Al lhe end ot
lhe Fep lGck iollow a I rcbreak in the iorest lor 11km S gnage w llead you to a
slave rcad which continues lor 2 4 kmb lo lhe SANParks unqss houe (parkinq
avai ab 0 wh ch s 3 6 km lrom lhe shop al lhe Craqs
ItulP0RTANI Ths is nol a circular route

6 Va nghoek vls the Keuryad .nd back via rhe Erak river roule: The
ro0le slarls ai lhe lop ot the Groot Biver pass on the Pletlenberq Bay side, al tlre
pcnc area (8102 route) Approx 450 mele6 korn ihe qate lhe road forks, hke
lhe fuhl lrand lorkand iollow the KeurDad Dalhro.2krn l0 ihe nexl lork Continue
a ong the Varinghoek roule, whiclr wllevenlualryjoin up wilh ihe ieep tmck on the
Bak Biver rcole Follow this mute to wlrere the lrail eaves ihe ieep lrack to the
hll Conlinue on lhs route unlilit joins up wilh the Euspad and ev€niualy leads
lo the Sat River. Folow the Sall fliver roule back lo lhe departure point at the


